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Why we have a school council... 
 

 

It used to be thought that ALL decisions about children should be made by 

grown-ups because they were older and had experience, training and 

qualifications.... 

...But grown-ups didn’t always make very good decisions, (and they 

hardly ever asked the children what they wanted).  

So all the countries of the world got together and agreed that 

children must be given rights, (and they also agreed, that 

sometimes, children’s ideas are better than grown-up ideas!) 

The governments of the world decided that grown-ups  

must listen to children and they created the ‘United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child.’ 

 

 



UN Convention on the Rights of the Child  
       

     Article 12  

Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are 
making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account. 

 

 

Article 13 

Children have the right to get and to share information as long as the information is 
not damaging to them or to others. 

 

Article 15 

Children have the right to meet together and to join groups and organisations, as 
long as this does not stop other people from enjoying their rights. 

 

 

UNICEF Find out more about the UN Convention   



Our Mission Statement

 

 

A  mission statemen sums up the purpose of a group and is the goal the group sets itself. 

Agree your Student Council Mission Statement and write it here  
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A Representative 
Each school councillor speaks for the 

children in their class. There are two 

school councillors for every class in the 

school (and around 30 students in each 

class) 

 

 

A Spokesperson 
With more than 200 children in the school 

it is difficult for the teachers to find out 

what they all think and what their ideas 

are for making school better for everyone. 

A school councillor explains their class 

ideas to the teachers. 

) 

A Leader  
Your classmates will also look to you to help 

them make their idea (if it is accepted by the 

school council) a reality. 

. 

What is a School Councillor? 
 



Remember to ask for 10 minutes after each meeting to talk to your clas 

What does a School Councillor do? 



 

 

What is inside a School Councillor? 

 do? 



 

What does a School  

Councillor look like? 

 do? 



 

  School Councillor Meetings 



 

Meeting rules 

A School Council is a team and 

at meetings they work together  

 

The School Council must focus 

on the issue and be respectful 

and encourage each other to 

speak. 

 

It is useful to have rules at 

meetings and to make sure 

everyone knows what they are. 


